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FOREWORD

THE geographical position of Kerala
renders it specially important for the his-
torian and archaeologist. Cut off a= it is

~ from the main peninsular India by the
Western Ghats its land communications
have always been difficult and streams of
migration have tended to pass it by, as the
predominance of ancient physical types on
the Malabar Coast Shuws.. The Rigvedic
immigrants, though they knew of Kerala,
do not appear to have reached it in any
numbers and, as ancient traditions claim,
it is the land of Shiva, whose image has
been found at Mohenjo-Daro and who, it
is now generally agreed, is a pre-Rigvedie
deity. The physical types of Kerala, the
Dravidian speech and, not the least, the
megalithic monuments which Mr. Krishna
Iyer so fully describes, all point to a link
with the Mediterranean by way of Asia
Minor. just as does the culture of Mohenjo-
Daro, and this link extends to the far
Western Isles of Europe inone direction



and to Indonesia in the other. The author,
therefore, when writing of the prehistorio
archaeology of Kerala is not dealing with
something of merely local interest but with
relics, fortunately preserved by partial
isclation, of what, to the best of our know-
ledge, has been the dominant culture of
the temperate and subtropical zone of
Europe and Asiain the third milleninm
B. C.

There is every reason to hope that in
secluded Kerala there have survived not
only material remains of the remote past,
but, enshrined in tradition and ancient
etistom, invdluable clues to the social and
religious oulture of those times. All
scholars will. therefore, hope that this
trcatise, to which I have the honour of
contributing a foreword, will be followed
by others dealing with all aspects of Parasu-
rama’s land.

J. P. MILLS,




PREFACE

IT was Alexander Pope who said that
the proper study of mankind is man.
Modern trends tend to belittle the value
of scholarship and to under-rate arts and
humanities in favour of the sciences. The
partisans of science are mnever tired of
declaring that the proper study of mankind
is inanimate nature, but the weight and
dignity of tradition is on the side of
humanities. ‘‘They stand for the ancient
manner, the exquisite grace, the mellow
light, and the softer shadows of time."

Educated men,and women cannct ad-
equately discharge their duties as citizens
without an understanding of the beliefs
and motives underlying the daily obser-
vances and religious rites of their fellow
_ citizens. At a time when primitive passions
run high even among civilized nations, the
need for the study of humanities (anthro-
pology), during the most impressionable
years of one’s life, seems all the greater.



The study by men of different races and
religions of the customs and manners of
one another may help in promoting mutual
amity and knitting closely the bonds of
unity between them and eventually also
help in banishing much of the communal
animosity which is the bane of the national
life of the present day.

Animated by such thoughts, the Pre-
historie Archasology of Kerala is being puhb-
lished, as the first of a comprehensive
series under the general caption Kerala—
Past and Present, in keeping with the Pan-
Kerala movement.

The author is deeply grateful to Mr.
J. P. Mills, Honorary Director of Ethno-
graphy. Assam, for his valuable foreword.
and to the Goverment of Travancore for
the loan of the blocks.

Department ol Anthroplogy, |
University Bolldings,
Cheputik. Mudras | L. A, Krishna lyer,
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thair mnnals. Hera ocbhoography mrréuu with pre-
historic nrohasology since it bogios with history.

Bir Loonard Woolly, tha distinguished archacologiat,
stressed op thoe want of sufliciont cootack hetwaon
arobacologists and anthropalogists, nod suggested an
interesting posaibility of unravelling the problem of the
past by sigoifioant survivals among existing peoples.
Hea thinks that more light may be throwo on the
problem of anofent burial costoms in Bouth India by
tha survivals among backward tribes thao by direct

srahaeologioal evidenoe.

It may nob be oub of place to point out that the
pra-historia branch of ethoographic studies began ns
Fronoh soience. The wrchacology of the pre-historie
ramained s mere subdivision of ethoography uotil it
was perosived, with the sid of geology, thab traces of
man in tha alluviom, in caverns aod io soils coolri-
buted materinls of great importapooe fo the study of
origina. Thanks to the researches of M. Bouls,
Tourpal, and Abbs Breuil, evidences multiplied, though
tho thinking world was ab first iucredolous.

It shall ba my endeavour ko &ilt [rom bthe scrap-
heap of information about the pre-historie anbiguitics
of Keraln and nrraopge them in their proper perapective
with the aid of ethnology on the busisa of Europeano
methods. My endeavour shall be to retell the history
of bumnan progress of the earlies’ mun puchiculsrly in
Keraln, which comprises of the States of Travancore,
Cochin and the distriot of British Malabar, in the Hght of
modern developments in Burops and India. Fuagusson



treated a part of the subject in his Rude Monuments of
all Countries, wh !a Liogan made s survey of the Old
Chippsd Stones of India. As Head of the Geological
Survey of India, Brues Foote was the first to make a
notable contribution by the publication of his Pre-
historic Antiquities. In 1923, Panchanan Mitra, in his
work on Pre-hisioric Indta put forward a classification
of the Stone Age cultures of India on the analogy of
Buropean culture sequeaces on typological grounds. 1t
was not, however, till the recent Yale-Cambridge India
Bxpedition led by Hellmutt de Terra that dofinite
stratigraphic evidence for the age-sequences of the
Indian Stona Age cultures was discovered. Attention
was deawn to the sigaificance of thase discoveries by
Sir John Marshall in 1924 in his Mohenjadaro and the
Indus Civilization ia 1931. The results of excavations
at Mohenja-daro and elsewhere revolutionised all exist-
ing ideas, not ouly on ths origine of the Indian, but
also on that of human civilization in general.

In Southern India and the Deccan, where the
megalithic remains occur in largest numbers, exoa-
vations took place very early and in the accounts
published by Meadows Taylor and Breeks in the latter
part of the ninesteenth century, we are in possession of
materials of the highest value. Since then a consider-
able amouni ¢f work has been done by Longhurst,
Hunt, Munn, Wakefield, Yazdani, Richarde and others.
Thus, the science which was born in France has spread
to evory conticent.

The pre-historie archaeology of Kerala ecan there-
fore only he eaid to be in the making. Her traditional



4

snoient history is enshrined in Kerals Mahatmyam and
Keralolpathi, They reconnt that the sx0-bearing in-
oarnation of Vishou (Parasuramn) wai obliged by tha
Rishia to explate the sin of having sliio bis mother by
axtirpating the Kaehatriyas, the enemies of the Brah-
mans. This be socomplished in tweniyone expeditions.
Ab Viswamitra's scggestion be then made over nll the
land withio bhe four sens %o the Rishis with all the
blood-guiltiness sttached to it, by makiog them dcink
the water of possession. Ths BEra'vmans turned him
out of the lacd he thus gave away, but, with Subra-
mania’s aasistance, he obtained by peonnce from the
God of the seas, Varona, the grant of zoma land to
dwell on, The throw of his axe wasto determine the
extont. He throw it from Gokarnam to Kapyakumari
(Oape Comorin),

The Gods eawe to visit the land thus mirseuloualy
won aod called it Parnsurama's Innd, aod Siva sondes-
conded bo ba worshipped at Gokaroam, the matropolis
of the provines thus reclsimed from the ssa. To poople
the land, Parasurama is said to bave brought first of
all & poor Brabmin trom the banks of the Krishos
river. This man bad sight sons apd the aldest was
mnde the head of all the Brabmans of Kerala nad
loonted, some say, st & place near Gokaroam and others
any st Trisivaperur (Triobur) fo the Coshin State.
Other Brahmans wera naxt brought sud looated Io gixby-
four gramoms (villsges). Ships with sseds and spimals
next came, alio eightesn Samantas (sons of Brahmans
and Kshatriva women) also Va'shyas (Chottis) and
Budras and the low oastes,”

L Dogan, “Manual of Malsbar”, p. 291.
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The extermination of the Kshatriyas referred to in
the above legend may be considered as pointing to the
struggle between the Brahmans and the Kshatriyas iu
which the mythical hero is supposed to ‘bave played
part. Hp« is imppon‘ﬁ' o have been “bhe ﬁﬁ
band o ‘Brahman colonists, who pressed from ]hlﬂ d
had taseek frash Ia.n&s and pastures new. !.'Ius’&nld
to have takan place hahtoen 1400 nnd 1000 B. C.
There can mameiy be any doubt . that Ksra.la Was
known to' the Arvans ab & varv aarly perlod at least
in the ﬁgut half of the fourth century.’ Ia the absence
of direct evidence bearing on the question of the first
settlers 6!_K‘em!a. we have fo rely on evidence d_ei-i,'ved
from' materials scattered all over Kerala in the foreste
in the shape of dolmens, cairns, and stone cellare. = -

8. Apanthakrishna Aiyar, L. K., “Lectures on Ethno-
graphy", p. 42.



CHAPTER II.

Distribution of Pre-historic Monuments

Tae distribntion of pra-historic monumants follows
the rones of the primitive bribes in Indic. They are
found (o Assam, Ohota Nagpnr, Sonth India, and NMorth-
Wustern Fronmtiar regione. They exist over ihe whaola
country driined by the Goduvari, mora eommonly fo
the valleys of the Erishoa, and an hath sides of the
ghata through Coimbstore ae far as Capa Comorin.
"Pro-hisboric dolmens or borinl eairne, In which are
found buuul sbones nnd other implaments, poltery, and
beads are to be meb with hera and thera, eapecially dn
bhe uplund tracts of the counbry, and the people who
found thair sapulchra in these eairns must bave been
among the Bret mebtlers of Korals. Subjugated sod
barassed by the soesesding waves of lmmigraoks or
invaders, the race ssems to have become extinel many
centurisa apgo, and loft po trace behind them excopk
their own eapulohres™.' The mon of the Brooze Agoe
usad to bury their dead aither in an uanburnt condition
or after oramation, and raised burisl mounds over thom,
The ashes of the oremated bodies, together with tools,

wenpons, And utensils are often plesed in or beoesth

urng, In Travaoeore they are fouod in the Aojaoud
valloy aod the Cardamom Hills, The dolmens are
found ca both baoks of the Pambanar io tha Anjansd
valley nnd command u wide view of the surroundiog

4. Achuthn Manon, 0., “Oochin Sknte Manusl”; p. 80,

_—
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aattntry ao a8 b2 ba eminantly auitahle f{or defancs. Omn
ths H.ghlanda thay ara lsrger in size thano in the Low-
lands, whara thay oxhilib & progressive deleriorslion in
giza. Thae groat consentration of dolmoon is in Dellary
whora they ara as many ns 9127 dolmops. Such
aoneantration of dolmens is found in the Anjsnad
svallay in Travaneare. The owsiom of burying the
ashos and hones in pote prevails smoog some oastes, and
Logan thinks it to be the lubest developmoob of the ard
whioh digtated the oonstruesion of the megslithio
monuments.

Purpose of Megalithic Monuments

Hoapook for tha doud seems to bave beena pro-
mineut chariptoristie of mun in the palaeclithic or
noolithic porlods. The most ioterestiog aspect of
agolithic life lay in the rituslaof tho dead which coo-
sigbed in the raising of works of rough stone over the
dead who were buried in urna. Tho ides was that the
spirit of the dead shonld ba given a location ua in
lite npd that the ohamber of the dead ghould be
the proto-bype of tha home. They apprebended
that ‘unless the departcd spirit bad a bome apd
obher thinga s in lifo, it would bover restless and
trouhlesome around its o1d abode doiog thereby harm to
the living".' To necommodata the spirit they construet-
od various megslithic moouments which were rude
atructures buils of lirge pioces of slupe.

W get an imperfect glimpse of the remote past
from Wa:id nud Conter who etated ‘'thut there in no

8. Bangschari, V. “I'rehisorie India™ p. 111
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monument deserving parbicular nobties. The pandu-
kuzhies or barrows, those rsmains of primeval customs
80 common bthroughout the Peninsuls, are also found
here, f.hough they are not numerons. In ona opened
by me at Chokkanad there was found to bea large
earthern jar containing a few rice busks”. Menhirs
have been observed in parts of North Travaneore and
Cochin. When the Varkala tunnel was bored old pots
and human skeletons were found. These remains
indicate that the tracts were inhabited by the sameo
race of men that constructed the panduluzhies of the
adjoining British tracts. The absence of any imple-
ments associated with such burials iodicates their
antiquity.’

Coming to modern times, the late Dewan Bahadur
Dr. L. K, Anantbakrichoa Iyir made a notable eintri-
bution on tke subject to the Scuth Indian Encyclo-
paedia and Mr. K. K. Sen Gupta, a distinguished
geologist in Coehin (1910-1913) published the results
of his researches on the wmegalithic monumecnts of the
State in the Journal of the Indian Anthropological
Institute. The present writer publisbed the resulss of
his researches in Travancore in the Census Repori for
1931 (Travancore) and the third volume of The Travan-
core Tribes and Castes, while Mr. Vasudeva Podurval,
Director of Archaeclogy, Travancore, made a notable
contribution by his excavations in the High Ranges.
Dr. A. Ayyappan published a valuable account of his

6. Ward and Conuar, “"Memoirs of Travancore Surves” p.19.
7. Nagamish, V., “The Travancore State Manual”

T8
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exeavubions in North Malabar in $he Jowrmal of the
Myihic Sociely. Bangalora.

The study of primitive people living in our own
day and thns soming withio the moge of modern pra-
history is sxtramely useful io Welping us to an under-
standing of the enstoms ‘of the earliest inhabitants of
sur land. Like the Veddas of Ceylon, the Malupanta-
rams of 'I‘nvmum'u afford mnmﬂy example. Thair
customs bespeak n_pmp]nl deveting little thought in
their subsisteénes, whioh Nutura provides in sbundance.
Thair dwellings are of the simplest character, bsing

rock-sheltors or becak-winds resting oo & jusglewood
rost or swall huts made of junglewood posta and wild
rlantain leaves. Wnpﬂpl they baye nooe bob the
digging epud. They live by huaking or on tubers
whish they find in the jungle. The dead are burisd
whare thoy die. They [lustrate the geadoal dis-
appeprance of & mﬁh “without lu.ﬂu any srohasolo:
gioal draea, - -

Tke ocourrence u[ rnuk uhrd‘qafhwﬁlnl part in
the selection of sites for hl.‘hlhﬂnq by ]I!mul:iihlu man.
We find thicker settlaments in Southern Indis than In
Northern ‘Indin. It is in fhe rives distric's of Soutbern
India that palaeclithic man is traced most often exhi-
biting various stiges of eunlturs. The Billa Surgam
eaves of Karnul offer us a sure prool of very early
Pllanl[ihlu ‘oave-dwellors in Sonthern Indis. Ik appears

to Have Beén resorted to from vary éarly Simes to
nealithic times by n raoe who were mighty hunters like
tho Malapactarams of Travancore. We bave so far no
evidence of palseciithio man or his industry in Kerals,
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nd quarizite [v oot foood in abondsoes. Further,
palavolithic wan appaara to bave scrupulonsly avoidad
to eclear and sxplors forest regions which was diffienlt
with his crude primitive weaponz. Thus whils in tha
Deoman plestoan and Bast ooass, palssclithio man lived,
Eorala was withont any homan life.’

The palasdclithic passed inko the ocolithie in Bouth-
arn India, which bocame the emauoatiog eookre of the
Inter neolithic oculture over other parts of Iodis.
Thronghont the world we sue o number ol innovsbions
amanating with neolithie iodustry. This phase of
developmont of buman jotelligence cpened up the roal
high road to progress. Travaocore, Cochin and Malabar
toam with monumants to illusteate this phase of eultnre.

B. A Guide to the study of the antiguities of the Siene
Ape, pit. 118-114,



OHAPTER III

Neolithic Monuments in Travancore

Toer New Btone Age is marked by the steady
development of sooinl sod religious ideas, the steady
improvement of tools , weapons, and utensils, the oxten-
ded conquest of material, and the layiog down of all the
esspntinl bassa oo whioh the society of the present
would be resting. Mon were bent on Improving their
bammers and nxes, on raising the standard of comfort,
and on evalving an impressive aod worthy form of
burial for their lesdera. Thoy beoame very practioal
and very religions.

The dolmens sre rude strugtures of large unbown
skone resting on two or mors obhers placed eveot.  They
are found sostbered on tbe long ohaln of wooded bills ia
Travancore. They are generally considersd to be
'stones of the mookeys of India’, but most of the
primitive people of Travancors have no koowledge of
them nor do they evionoe any interest in Shem. The
peopls of Anjacad call them ralividus or mbodes of
monkeys. O their aotiquity, Professors Msedonell
and Keith point out refereees in the Rig-Veda, while
the late Gopinatha Rao relers to paseages in Tolkapium
snd Purananuru, The Uralis eall them pandukushies,
pits made by the Pandus or Pandavas, to whom socisot
mystorjous monuments all over Indin are generslly as-
oribed. They are looked upon by the credulous as
siored apd dsngerous. It is sald that pessunta in
Franecs will nob take shelter under them or go nesr
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them at night, but the Vellalas snd Malapulayas of
Anjanad have no such fear. They sit under them when
they graze their cattle. Dr. Borlace and Dr. Stukeley
in England think that dolmens were connected with the
activities of a shady priesthood. It is averred by
Walhouse that the people who built them were a raee
of dwarfs about a span or cubit high, but the results of
excavafion unfold a different tale. The bones found
are neither of dwarfs nor of giants, but men of ordi-
nary sftature and stone-slabs used for monuments indi-
cate that they were cut from solid rock and carried
some distance, and the people were physically equal to
the present race of men.

The Uralis of Travancors believe “that dolmens are
places where breasure is hidden. But no such treasure
has been found in any of them. Dolmens are burial
chambers in which people of late neolithic times buried
their people of importance. In Travancore they are
invariably found on the crests of hills in the Raonmi
Reserve, and they are built of unhewn bloeks of stone.
In the erection of dolmens, certain architectural
methods and priaciples are observed. By the use of
ortho-static rcek, the maximom ol wall area was pro-
vided with the minimum of thickness. With the up-
right wall technique went hand in hand the roofing of
parrow spaces by means of horizontal slabs laid asross
on the top of the uprights. The second feature of
megalithic monuments was the use of more or less
coursed masonry set without mortar, each block lying
on its side, and not its edge. A series of uprightsis
first put in position, and over these are laid several
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eourges of rather smaller stones.” A variant of the
latter is found in the Anjanad valley. :

Types of Dolmens

According to Col. Meadows Taylor, the dolmens
are of two kinds, those consisting of four stones, three
supporting stones and one capstone, leaving one mide
open, and those in which the chamber is closed by a
fourth stone ; in the latter case, the fourth stone has a
ciroular stone in it. Both these types of dolmens are
found in Travancore. The dolmen at Kadukutti in the
Ranni Reserve is reotangular and the position above
ground is 8 6. x 24 ft. in dimensions. It has only one
gallery. Lengthwise, it has only one single upright on
one side and two others on the opposite side. Sideways
there is one on each side. The floor is paved with a
single stone slab. The capstone is 7 ft. x 714 ft. and is
rudely triangular. The dolmen is situated on the orest
of a hill. It appears to have been a dolmen of the
earliest times as it is built of unhewn blocks of stone.
The presence of stones lying scattered around the
dolmen shows that it might bave been covered with
them. Excavation yielded no results.

Mateer found another group of dolmens on the hills
inbabited by the Malayarayans. They stand north o
south with a circular opening facing the south. A rude
stone is fitted to this aperfure with another aoting as a
lever to prevent its falling out. The stones, like stones
at the top ard bottom, &re single slab.” To this day,

9. Pergusson, “Rough-Stone Monuments”, p. 465.
10. Mateer, “*Native Life in Travancore”.
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tbe Arayana make similar 1ittle oalls of sfone. tha whala
forming & box. a fow inches square.

“Dalmon# ars also {oupd ab Peroothalpers " on ‘both
sided of the Thalaynr or Pambanar tivar, n small tribu-
tary of tha Ammravati which ' flows into the Cauvery.
Heoro oo n flat lovel rosky tablelsnd ave ssin's'large
onmher of dolmsna in groups of thras, four or five.
Around sash group is & airenlar paaking of roughly hewn
slones ar boulders. . Thass groups of dolmanz ara found
distriboted in & elrala.  The digposition of the mpjoriby
of the dolmens is aast 0 wesk, A faw aré alsoin the
porth to south dirsoticn. Thas upright stonss ars
rectangular in shape and are about 10 ft. long, 5 (5.
broad snod T #h high. The cover slab s 17 {t, =7 (. &',
Tha floor ia paved with a fast sbone alab 3 14 = & 6. 6",
The inmer chamber fa 9 {6 x 4 {6, Over some of the
eover slabs are found remnanta of rubbls stone packing.
Thera is a semi-ciroular entrancs to the dolmen on one
gide. Mosk of the dolmaena have {our uprights, but one
dolmen in some gronps has only  three uprights and one
eapatons, thus leaving one glds open. At Vadattupars
in the Malayattur Reserva there Is & dolmen eondisting
of four uprights, but it s smallor and cruder in sbape
than those fouod in bhe Aunjanud valley.

Excavations in Travancore

The State Archaeologist, Mr, Vasudevs Poduval
conduebed exbensive exoavations in Tongakkel near
Vaodiperiyar on the High Rapges. 1o ofst I, the
measurements of the eapstone were oo so average 3 [e.
B inches in langth, 6 [t, 10 inches in breadth azd 1 [oob
in thicknass, and the sres cxcavated was 1005 x B {f,
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to a depth of 414 ft. Two burial urns were unearthed,
one of which was 5 ft. 8 inches in circumference
at the mouth, 7 ft. 1 inch in the middle and 9 6. 10
inches in height. The smaller urn had a circumference
of 3 ft. 8 inches at the mouth, 5 ft. 6 inches at the
middle and 2 ft. 6 inches in height. They were found
side by side with an intervening space of 1 foot 4 in-
ches. The thickness of the bigger urn is 11/16 inches,
while that of the small one }4 inch. The bigger urn
has all round it a ring chain with parallel symmetrical
ends. There were two more cists in a stone oircle
whose circumference was 85 feet. Trial diggings were
also made at Velimalai in Southk Travancore,, where
they brought to light twenty sepulchre urns. Two of
them were unearthed from one of which two iron axes
were discovered. The pottery of the burial urns ab
Vandiperivar and Velimalai is not painted and bhas very
little decoration. The larger urrs bave a chain pattern
or bead pattern drawing on the exterior close to the
mouth. The emaller pots found inside are of the thin
slip variety. Two of the smaller pots inside were wide
mouthed with deep narrow bodies and round bases.
The relics upearthed at Velimalai may be ascribed to
+ the early Iron Age and those exhumed at Vandiperiyar
to the neolithic period. Being bali baked earthenware,
they had become very fragile on acecunt of being buried
in damp earth and had all got g0 broken or cracked

that they could not be removed."

11. Travancore Archaeological Administration Report, 1113
M. E., pp. 5-10.
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Further excavationd and obgervations were made
by Mr. Poduval in the Bison Valley. He discovered
a group of four dolmens situated within $wo furlongs of
the zig at the ninth mile sixth furlong stone of the main
Devikulam-Periakanal road. These dolmens are parallel
to each other and face southwards the Muttukad
Valley. Only the third from the west is in a state of
good preservation. A oist is also found adjoining these
dolmens and has been considerably damaged. The
measurement of the dolmen in good condition is a8
follows ;—

Length  Breadth Height Thickness

Capstone 10’ 61’ 2
Side stone right 7% 5% 3
Backstone 5t 5 ¥
Inside width 4%

The discovery of more dolmens was made on the Venad
side of the Bison Valley on the Muttukad ridge. Of
these, the first is & group of four dolmens, three in front
{acing south, and the fourth in_the back facing east.
The measurement of one of them is given below :

Length  Breadth Height Thickness

Capstone 8% 5 ¥
Side stones (bi d 3% Yy
Back stone 377 4 ¥
Inside width 9L’

The other dolmens are more or less of the same dimen-
gions. The front of this dolmen is covered by a stand-
ing stome 4" x 3 x 4” thick. A dismantled rubbls
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magonry surrounds this group and the inside is paved
with stone slaba.”

At Thondimalai, Mr. Ssunders excayated six of the
graves found on hill tops. They were situated in a
straight row, the graves being placed close to one
another, After removing the brokan stones thaf
marked the spot was found a flab circular stone thab
gave a hollow sound bo a light tapping with a crow
bar. Underneath it was found a large urn, the mouth
of which was 15" in diameter and the vertical height
about 3% ft. placed in a vertical position in the ground
firmly embedded in clay and gravel. Bach of the large
urns contained eating and drinking vessels, vases,
chattis of various sizes and shapes, some of red clay,
others black polished both inside and outside, of very
thin material and very brittle to handle. They were
firmly embedded in fine red clay that seemed to have
silted in and partly filled up the large urn, and the
small vessels wers filled with tha same clay very tightly
packed, and were wedged in upon one another in such
posibione as to make it very diffioult to remove them un-
broken. Bones werefound embedded in the vessels in one
urn, and bones crumbled and mixed with clay in others,
The Doctor was able to identify one of the hones as tho
hip bone of a man. On the top of one urn was found the
blade of a sword, almost completely rusted through
about 2¥ long with nosign of a bandle. Inside the
urn were found two spear-heads and whai appears to
be an iron chisel. The urn iteelf and the vessels found

12. Travancore Archaeological Adminisération Report,
1115 M, E., pp. §-10.
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inside conform %o the various types of what is oalled
“Iron Age Pottery” in the Catalogus of Pre-historic
Antiguities in the Government Maseum, Madras; some
of which were taken from Tandigudi in the Palni Hills
and other parts of the Maduxa district but most of
which are from the Nilgiris, the Coimbatore, Malabar
and Tinuevelly districts.”

The dolmens are still erected by certain tribes of
India and Burma, the Ehasgi, the Munda, the Gond, the
Oraon, the Bhil of Central India, the Kurumba of the
Nilgiris, and the Malayarayan of Travancore. In no
case are the dolmens of the size characteristic of the
pre-historie phase of civilization. The earliest known
examples are the largest. The dolmens in the Anjanad
Valley and the Cardamom Hills bear out this point.
Those found on lower elevations in the Ranni and
Malayattur Reserves are smaller in size. The loss of
oulture in the case of the tribes who built megaliths is
observed from the fact that the present day tribes do
not usually display any tendeney to construct dolmens
in Travancore.

Dr. Rivers has brought out this feature very
prominently among the Todas of the Nilgiris, where
dolmens are largely found. They furnish us with an
example of a tribe at a low level of material culture
living in a district fllled with remains of a fairly high
civilization, Barat Chardra Roy has ohserved the same
fact in Chota Nagpur and Cooper in Assam. In

13. Saunders, A. J., “Dolmens in the Palni Hills” (Madras
Mail Annual 1928)
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A miniature Dolmen of the Malayarayan (8ce p. 19)
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Travancore, the Muthuvans and th:a Vellalas, who live
in the . dolmen area in Anjanad,. evinesno lnhrutum
them. In the case of:Malayarayans who, orsct mmm
dolmens; & loss of culture can ba deteoted in tlat. %lws-
do not manipulate large stones as their prﬂdncessors@a
Travaneore furnishes an example of the Anjarad valley
to illustrate the loss of material side of oulture and shows
that regions now mhah:ted by ﬁham Yiere onoe the mﬁaa
ol thrmng oivilization."

Menhir e B

Msnhlrs are found in parts of North Travancore hu
the Cardamom Hille. They are very few in nu
Bruce Foots fourd some menlirs of moderate size in
Madura distries, bhough without any markings, '.l'hq;
is a miniature menbir, 3 feet high, at Marayur, osiﬂ
Vathamkolli. The State Archaeologist found four meu-
hirs asd a group of dolmens in the grassland by the side
of the zig on the 9th mile 6th fourlong stone of the main
Davlknlam-rermkanal road in & damaged ocondition.
Trial drggmgs were made at two different spots on th
site. ‘I‘he first was beneath amaulairﬁ 7" in heig
from the 'surface, 3 5" in width and 3" in thioknm.
The area dug was 10' X8 or 80 sqnare feet. ' Affer
digging 44 feet below the surface, a burial urn was {ound,
It was covered by a stone slab 1' 11" squareand 4" thick-
pess which served as it lid, The measurements of the

urn were:—

14. Kunjan Pillai, N., “The Census Report for 1981" (Travan-
core) & **The Travancore Tribes & Castes,”
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Height: 8

Diameter of rim: 1" 43".
Thickness: 57

Inner Diameter; 2 4".

Ingide was found a ohatty, three broken pots and one
iron axe 53" long 33" wide at the sharper end, 11" at the
other end and %" in thickness. The objects measured
were:—

(i) One ohatty, rid with round boftom and in good
condition with height 43", thickness 3", and
diameter 103".

(ii) One small pot broken blade, glazed, and with
pointed bottom with height 3", thickness 3" and
diameter 48",

(iii) One large pot (broken) with pointed bottom, glazed
and black with heigbt 53", thickness 3", diameter
5%".

(iv) One small glazed {broken) pot, top black, and
bottom red, with height 5°, thickness 3" and
diameter 41".

Exoavations at other menhirs revealed more or less
the same result. The urns are found on examinabion
to be coarse earthenware imperfectly baked and orna-
mepnted by a circular chain pattern or leaf pabbern
drawiog on the rim. Their contents mostly consist of



earthenware domestic vessels, suoch as pots, pitchers,
pot-stands, bowls, and flat bottomed chattis with red and
black surface. The discovery of iron axe on the site of
one menhir indicates that the monuments belong to the
Iron Age.” No modern cenotaph has the simple
grandeur of & menhir. They are probably memorial
stones.

16. The Travancore Archaeological Report, 1111 M. E.,
pp- 14-17.



CHAPTER IV
Prehistoric Archaeology of the Cochin State

ARCHAEOLOGISTS owe & deep debt of gratitude to
the late Dr. L. K. Ananthakrishna Iyer and the State
Geologist Mr. K. K, Sen Gupta for their contributions
in the field of prehistorio archaeoclogy of the Cochin
State.

One olass of sepulohral monuments found in the
Cochin State is kodakallus or umbrella stones, which
are really dolmens. In Eyyal, a village 17 miles from
Trichur, about 35 dolmens were found; only three of
them were found in tact, while the capstones of the rest
have been pulled down. Two of the former are very
similar in size, while the third is a little smaller than
the other two. The capstones rest on four slightly
inolined strong laterite supports measuring 4 feet in
height above the ground and 113 feet in diameter at the
base and have a ciroumference of 36 feet. The
verticals are rudely triangular laterite stones with the
bage underground.  They are 9 feet in height from the
apex to the middle of the base which is 5 feet lomg,
while the other measures 7 ft. and 4} ft. above ground
respectively. Excavations unfolded vessels of the mosb
teagile state and a foew bits of bones nob easily distin-
guishable were obtained. ‘' Numerous kodakallus and
topi-kallus are found in a village adjoining the
Vellarakel busti, half a mile north-east o the 9th mile
stone on the road from Wadakanoheri to Kunpaunkulam,



gome of them being in a good state of preservation.
The place is a regular Stone-henge, but on a miniature
scale congisting of hat-stones and umbrella-stones in
place of dolmens, menhirs, and eromlechs.  Flat stones
with both plano-convex and flab circular capstones are
found near Puthia Angadi and Manjeri (Erpad talug,
Malabar district) respectively.”"

Numerous are the dolmens found on the: Cochin
hille. They are generally of a rectangular pattern
formed of single slabs of granite verticals on the sides
and flagged at the bottcm by similar slabs with a large
superincumbant block which is rough and nnbewn.
The one opened by Dr. L. K. A, Iyer had two cells
partitioned by a single slab of granite 8" thick with a
circular ring about 12" in diameter. The two slabs
extending east to west were 7' long and 4 broad and
were very thick and massive. The interior dimensions
were 6 8" % 3 7". Txcavation of one of the cells showed
two big burial vros filled with earth. They could nob
be removed unbroken. The other cell yielded two jars
flled with earth and chatkis in a broken condition.
They are eaid to be wheel-made and free from decoration
except & few lines of simple mouldings around the rim
of the lid and the neck and the base of the urn. No lid
covering the mouth of any of them was found, but they
were packed to the brim with fine red earth which is
origindlly ssid to have been poured into them in the
form of liquid and which must have later become
transferred into s small mass similar in shape to the urn.

Sen Gupta, K. K., “Megalithic Monuments of the Cochin
State” (7. 1. A. 1), p. 106

16.
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It ju in this mana of sarth that bope hits, veesels, and
beads are found emb.dded. The smallce vessels may
bave contained offerings for the spirit of the dead sod
lhn gcircular hols in the middle slab must hﬂn been the
pamsAge Ihrm:gh which the apirit was lﬂmr-l to tako
the offerlnge. Tha iran implemonts placed in the grave
ropresanted the tocls used by the men during their
lifetime."

Mr. Ben Gupts found dolmens round sbout
Mukkathode and ou  both sides of the tramway to
Parsmbikulam. They are small eallars built of throe
upright slaba of eteoes with & eapstone mensuriog
2x1§x1 ouble sards, whers it I8 sald some munds
(emges) passed their days in prayer and meditation.
Trial exeavations resulted in disappoiniments, ns ne
human bones were found. Tn genernl, the entablature
etones are observed with their plain faces downward
or inward. The entrancs to the dolmens is invarinbly
direoted to the west, there heing no doors sither with
n cireular, oval, or reolsvgulsr aporturs as are
observed o France or in other parta of: the world.
Most of thew are simple aod no evidence i observed
ag to their buing oovered wilh a cairn or tumulue

Mr. Gupta also found a dolmen 8% x 8 X &' on
the edge of Munisrs Thandu, oorth of Anapanthan.
Tue oupstone is irregular sod frsctured at the

17. - The zeadar’s attention in invited Lo the South Indisn
Oriental Encyclopsedis whars Dr. L. K. A. Iyerhss
dealt with the Gochin Prehistorio Aroltusology.

18, Han ﬂtlpl-h K. K., "uwlul.ll.' Monanments of the Cochin
State™, pp. 107—108



north-east eorner, The alabs conalsted of banded gnaiss.
No stone floor ia obsarved and in bhis charasteristio it ro-
sembles wost of tha dolmens of the Bista. The dolmen
ut Koothandan Thands is the aoly ove in the State thab
bas all jts sides enclomed by slabs bub the western
ooe bas a parabolie opaniag very nostly chiselled mes-
suring 14 high and 1Y wide ab the lowest part apd
this is closed by a slab 23 x 13 placed against it
from outelde. The inner apartmonta are 8 long 3§
wide and 3 § " high. Thes éapstono on the other band is
9' lopg snd 6} broad. The stone floor is coversd by
2 inohes of soil which when removed inoreasss bhe
height of the parabolio opening to 24 feet.

Menhir

Although the dolmsns are & characteristic fentnre
of the hills nod jungles, the menhirs are conspicuons by
their rarity. The only instance is the solitary row of
wenhira st Komalspars Thala, The Iargest menhir
consials of an irregolar aod flab upright monolith 19}
high, 7" wido nt the foot. Throee otber small monoliths
form & straight row with the principal monhir in its
morth tilted to the weil and the south. In Indin the
form of the moeohirs varies grostly in widely saparnted
localitivs."” Two menhirs were cbserved by Dr. Anantha-
krighns Iyer in the Trichur taluqg.

Buorial urng are big earthenwsre pots filled with

earth and found buried st & dopth of & {aw fest from the
sutface. They nre found in the forests of the plains,

—

19. Buon Gupts, K. K. *“Megalithic Monumants of the Cochin

4386
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villages, and in the neighbourbood of towns. On execa-
vation 14 of them were found in an area of 20 square
feet in ome loecality. They were brittle and fell in
pieces by their own weight scon as the surrounding
earth was removed. One of them measured 2% in
height, 7' in circumference at the broadest point and
16 inches in diameter at the mouth. Examination
shows iron implements, knives, and small swords in a
crumbling state and fragments of bones. Beada and
bracelets which must bave been worn by women were
also found in some of the urns. Pottery of various
forms, vases, basins, cups, small vessels of antique and
graceful forms all filled with earth were seen in them.
Some of the vessels were neither glazed nor ornamen-
ted. It must, therefore, be inferred that they belonged
to a comparatively early date. The smaller ones have
a kind of glossy appearance. This seems to have been
caused by rubbing the surface with a mucilaginous
gum of Abutilom indicun.”

The suggestion that the construction of the
dolmens may be attributed to Jaina asceties should be
taken for what is worth, Dr. Subramonia Iyer of Tra-
vancore cites the case of the dolmen at Santanpara
believed to have been the abode of a hermit Santan by
name. Mr. Gupta eays that the hermit Santan must
bave used the pre-existing dolmen and turned it to his
own use just as hermit orabs take shelter in shells of
gastropods. Ananthakrishna Iyer speaks of a reported
discovery of a trident, a lamp and hooka in a dolmen,

20. L. K. A. Iyer, “Pre-historic Archaeclogy of the Cochin
State” (South Indian Oriental Encyclopacdia).
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and if the raport is troe, tho resson for their ocouremce
could be found in the explanation suggested nbove.
Jaquea Eayar thiuks that tho numerous polishoed ebone-
hatohes, pisoss of ernde poltary, granite mill-stonss,
and primitive tools found in the vieinity indicate that the
gramlachs served some other purpose than mere endirale-
mant of funaral mounds. They invarlsbly have open-
ings facing west, s [ack of which significancs and
importance heariog on the moda of disposal of the dead.
"The thiek-lipped, small-hodied Kadars, lords of ths
hills, are copsiderad by Sicr W, W, Huntsr, a5 tha
remuant of & higher race than tha Puolayas snd the
Muduvara of the Aonsmalsiz. These hills now very
thin peopled, wbound in the grest stone monumonis
which tho primitive tribos used for the dead"."

[ —

91. Ben Oupts, K. K. “Mogalithic Mopumants of ihe
Cochin State”, pp, 110111,



i : CHAPTER V
Pre-historic Monuments in Malabar *

ROOE-0UT cave-tombs are found in Chemmapara "

and Parambantalli hills. Babington. was the first ‘o
. _discover sneh. tombsia 1319 and Rea in. 1910, bus their

' “\desoriptions lacked detaile. Professor Jonvahu-Dubraml'-_

o was:thie fivsb fio draiw abtention 46 the very great interest -

‘attached to thesé rock-cut tombs by assigning 4o ther

a Vedic origin. The surface indication for: the under~

" ground tomb is a circular or square slab of stone .

cavering the top opening. ''The tombs explored by *

Bablogton'bad  symmaetrically arranged stone:-circles as.
Sin typical cairns and urn burials, that is, those at
Adibtanallur. A% Feroke and Parambantalli there has
been too much interference for the stone cireles to stand.

The capstone stands out prominently and is quite un-
mistakable,

Populurly these rock-cut tombs and simple funerary

. monuments are considered to be places of samadhi of

. sages. A Malayali poet asoribed them to Buddbists,

The places where Bauddha enges atbained nirvana are

. still'to be seen everywhere at Kuttakaillu. They are
* rendered unmistakable by the rosary of beads, the

“lamps, arrows and earthenware that are fonnd in them.

* The anthpr is indebted to Dr. A. Ayyoppan’s pnpm.'on <
Rock-Cut Cave-Tombs st Feroke, S. Mlhhr :e._fl;.'

bﬁ[ura _the Indinn Seience’ Congmss 1f1 1953' or I}fﬂ*"
23 mlhtm mhﬁ’ng o Mahbar R




Cirenlar Cape axposed in Mulabar (See p. 36)
(By the Courtesy of Dir. A, Ayyappan)
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The large pyrifora uros are supposed lo have been for
in-urnivg aged people alive when they were reduced by
gheer senility ton frog-like shupe snd hopped aboub.
It is suid that the eldesd son would pub the frog-like
father in an urn with sufficiont lood to last him for &
pratty long tima snnd bury the ura with proper rituals.
Nannannads is the onme lor such u burisl urn.  In the
opinion of Dr. Ayysppan, the Buddhist tradition in
mors reasonsbla

Popular traditions ars mot nt sl helpful $o us in
gotbing an ides of the =signifiosoce of the rock-ouk
tombs. So far ns pumbers go, they run to thousands
in each tolug of Malabar, Cochin and Travancore.
Dolmens ard othar purely megalithie structures are faw
and far between, Rook-eut bomba are mors numaerous
thun dolmens snd were considered bo bem wvariant of
the megalith. Architecturally, Malsbar is even todsy
» backward sras in South Indin; in funerary srchites=
turo too the forbears of the modern Malayales may have

beon casy going aod beterodox.

‘i'!m simplast oxeavations in Isterite for buorial pur-
posed [n Malabar are sguars or circular ]1'=tlr to receive
large pyriforin uros. Then we have the slightly more
complex Kutakallu » hollow Inrge enough for am _urn
with » ledgs out over the hollow for plsoing minor
funerary arbicles and a flight of two or three steps
leading from the surluce level ko the ura. A seat for
the dead is o feature of many of the dolwens in common
with tho Forcka tombs aod similar stups . onves.
(‘romated romains bave beon found io many uomis-
takabie dolmens, 0 that. in fnot, there ia little avidence



fo dissoaiats tha rock-onb ombs of Fercke from the gene-
ral Swth Indfan mogalithie culbure eomplex. The
prosanos of a tripod found in Foroko is oob aaid to jmply
fice-worship, Professor Dobreuil isof the opinion that
tha rook-eut ftomhs ure Vedic romains surviving
in the soolosion of Malabar, but Dr. Asysppan
differs from it Taking the erudenems of the pottery
and the absence of bronze into consideration, the Farcka
tomba are considered bo be slightly earlier in age than
the Bulur geaves which have bean fixed at sbout
800 B. Q.

Tho humen remaics found in magalithin monu-
monts in Indis have been sometimos buried, but per-
haps more Irequontly oremated. Ooonajonally, a single
sopulehro conbnins traons of burinl 2 well as aramation,
Instanses of urn buriil of the whols hody are met with
io Bindh sod Tinnevally. Largs jars narrow af the
neck sod poiobed nt the bottom were nsed and tho body
must have been reduoced in bulk by dissection or
poundlng befora it canld be passed through the oarrow
neck. Similar jars are found in Babylonis where they
are coated with bitumen, & black smear or Ialse pre-
pared from the jules of Abutilon éndicwm. Burial is
supplemented by other precautions agaiost the relurn
of the ghost, Accordiog to Frazer, the practice of
plaping stones over the corpie may have a similar origin:
graves are provided with mounda, tomb-stonss or ens
alogures in order to keep the dead from walking or fa
prevant the ghoaks (rom returning to thair old hannte.™

21, Weastarmarck, Edvand, “Origin and Developmond of
Moral Idess™. p. 544,
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The made of disposal of the doad by burial is one
of considerable antiguity. Maedooell and Ksith bold
that the apithet ' agnidsgdhab’ applios to the dead who
wora burnt in o funeral pyre; the other oustom being
burinl 'anagni dhagdsh’ not burnt with fire. They also
rafer to * paropteb * 'easting out’ and "uddhita’, OX poslire
of tha dead. They add that burlal was ook rare in the
Rig-Vedio period.” A stons is set up between the dead
and the living to separate them."  Manimaokbals,
Tolkapium and Porvlsdigaram afford s valushle mine of
infarmation regarding the methods of dispossl of the
desd in Pre-Hrabmavic days. They are very old Tamil
works eaid to bave come into being wbout the eight
ceotuly A D. BSome echolars give them an earlier
antiquiby. The practics of erecting monuments in
bonour of the dead must bave belonged to the mons
Aryan tribes known as Mlochas, Rakshasas, Dasyus,
uwnd Nishadas who were the Pre-Dravidiaps. Thare
ara rteferences to this custom in Tolkapium and
Pyrananuru. . “Ob, the potler who makes earlhenware,
do plense prepare tho urn mesot Goding out of o £ stone
o be gob up in memory of the decansed boro.” I is
possible that the cremating people may have beon tha -
Arywns who are =aid to bave entered Indis about 9000

E.C.

5. Carponter, J. Ay, “Comparative Beligiona™ p, 00,
a4, Meckomio, I A, " Todian Myths apd Legends ™

{(Intsodnotion) pp. 39-37.



CHAPTER VI
Age of Megalithic Monuments

ANTIQUARIANS after eareful researches have been

able to divide megalithic monuments into three classes
according to their contents :—

(1)

(ii)

(iii)

The tumuli of the Stone Age are considered to be
the most ancient. They are often of great size and
are distinguished by cireles of stones and stone-
chambers in which are found the remains of un-
burnt bodies with objects of stone and amber. The
dolmen opened by Ward and Conner contained no
implements, and probably belonged to the Stone
Age. This represents the lowest state of civiliza-
tion before the introduction of metals.

The tumuli of the Bronze Age contains relies of
burnt bodies, vessels, and implements, and
orpaments of advanced ecivilization. Tumuli of
this period are rare in Kerala, but it appears that
Mr. Bourdillon once picked up a bronze lamp which
probably belonged to one such tumulus.

Tumuli of the Iron Age are the most recent and
represent 8 comparatively advanced state of eivili-
zation. Iron implements, swords, epear-heads, and
highly polished vessels are found in them. Exca-
vations made in Kerala go to show that all the
tumuli are of the Iron Age.



The orucial point for consideration is the probable
time of the Iron Age. This is a knotty problem, and it
ia only possible to fix the time approximately,
Iron was known to the Vedic Aryans from very early
times, In the opinion of Mr. A. C Gupta, the age of the
Rig-Veda has been set down to Miocene or at any rate
the Pliocene or Pleistocene epoch.” Though the esti-
mate is based on internal evidences, such remote

»antiquity has not attained the rank of seientific ocer-
tainty. Macdonells' estimate may be taken as correot.
The Iron Age in India may be fixed as being prior to

2000 B. O.
Significance of Dolmens

Major Munn olaims that the dolmen-builders of
the Decoan were mining for gold, copper, iron and
diamonds. He points out that the two districts where
the dolmens are the thickest are Bellary and Dharwar,
which are riddled with old workings of gold, copper, and
iron. The Anjanad valley is the home of a large con-
centration dolmens. The spade of the geologist can
alone determine what the mineral contents of the soil
are in Anjanad. The late Mr. Vincent Ball says that
gold-washing, as practised in Indis, is an example of
human degradation. The Gonds of Central Indis are
agsiduous gold-workers. They still ereot miniature

5. Gupts, A. C., “Rig-Vadic India”, Vol 1.



dolmens and thus show strong signs of conbinuity with
people of tha archaio civilization. - The Kurumbas of
the Nilgiris are the ohief gold washers of the Madras
Presidancy dating {rom 500 B. C. The Malayarayans
of Travancore, agpording to Walhouss, make imitation
Kistavan of soall slabs of stons in the Ranni Reserved
forests, but pold washing is oot in avidence. It may
bhave baoome o forgobten art,

Megalithioc monumenbs in difforect parte ol tha
waorld prassnt such a uniformity of structura thab it s
bardly compatible with the theory of their independant
origin. Montelius focusses attention on the contindous
influence of the east on the west from remots bimes.
Forgusson thinks that the dolmen-builders wara
Dravidian in origin. Ruggeri strikes a diffarant nobe
sod  opioes bhat they are Veddold or Australoid in
arigin, and between the Mundas of the morth and the
Veddas of the south thers intervene thes Kurumbas,
Irulss, the Muthuvane, snd the Uralis represcnting the
Pre-Dravidinns, who onea spread over the whals of
Indin aod later came under the influencs of the Dra-
vidinos aod tha Aryans. According to Flindera Patrie,
the date of she Pre-Dravidiso oculture is abount 2600
B, 0. This view is confirmed by Perry who holds, " all
the world ovar, tha dolmans presaot such eimilarikies
ol strocktura Ghat shoy omust bave beeo the work of
s people, showing & ecommon oulture,™ Beyood

26 Perry Ga T " Megalithite Coltore of Indovesin®.



. Iaduveila which Tooludes’ smong othar' Krons; Az
apd Burma, megalithio monumenid are in evideros in
" tha region of the Mundss of Chots Nagpur, the Todse
of tha Nilgiris, and the hill trlbes of Travansare.
Conclusion

) Palssontologioal avidence also supports the theary
ol the common origin of megalithio monuments, No
" gkoletal romnains have besn so far nnearthed to bear any
diteot svidence of the Negrito race in Travancore.
“Judged by the nsture and the contents of objects
found, tha mogaelithia remains of the Decoan aod
Southern Indin are post Vadio snd Ialer than any
gimilar remsins of the Contral Indisn Platead, jrom
whore the cullure would seem to have sproad sputh-
wards,” Two lossil romains havo been found in Iodia,
the Baysos oranium @aod the Bailkot oranium.
Dic. Eoith inof opinion that they are of u Veddalo type
whioh represents the PreDravidian ( Prata- Australold)
poople. Tha exeavations of Mohenjs-daro and Harsppa
roveal that ona of the skulls is proto-Australold. A
gorrespondence in type is ravealsd by one of the Bouth
Todin ckolls at Adittanallor which is enlled Probo
Ausraloid by Blliot Smith”™  The physical ohara-
ctarigtion observed im the 2kullsare lound among the

37, Hubtem, 7. H,, "Qonsus Beport Lor Indfa”, 1031, Vel I-
Pirt TIT. Pp. lzv-lxvii .
da, Thid., o lxix.
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6.
existing South Indian tribes snd s=- 0, Jbe ~ .33ss of

Ceylon. ‘'There is a remarkable similarity bqn;_,eanl

these and the skeletons found in the tumuli of Greas
Britain, France, and Germany which exhibit features
of a dolichocephalio people”® Thus the uniformity
in the strusture of the monuments is marked by a

uniformity in the structure of the contained skeletons

which belong $o a dolichoeephalie people.

While Pre-Dravidian is their time-honoured appel-
lation, Eickstedt would eall $hem Vedio, and Dr. Gaha,
Nisbadie. ~ Dr. Hutton has labelled them Proto-
Australoid after Sewell. Though the Pre-Dravidian has
for long stood the test of time, it is but fitting that the
term Proto- Australoid should continue.

e
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